
 

March 18, 2019 
 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell    The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Majority Leader, United States Senate     Minority Leader, United States Senate 
S-226 The Capitol      322 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC  20510      Washington, DC  20510  
 
The Honorable Chuck Grassley     The Honorable Ron Wyden 
Chairman, Senate Finance Committee    Ranking Member, Senate Finance   
135 Hart Senate Office Bldg.     Committee 
Washington, DC  20510      221 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. 
        Washington, DC  20510 
  
                                                
Dear Majority Leader McConnell, Minority Leader Schumer, Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member 
Wyden: 
 
As businesses and organizations working in clean energy, we are writing to convey recommendations on 
energy tax measures currently pending before Congress. 
 
Our companies and associations are working across the spectrum of clean energy technologies, 
including energy efficiency, natural gas, renewable energy, advanced transportation, and storage, 
among others.  Our industries support over 3 million jobs across the country, many of those in 
manufacturing, and represent the major growth sectors of the U.S. energy economy.   
 
We believe that to maintain a diverse portfolio of energy resources, energy tax measures should be 
structured such that benefits are provided to all qualifying technologies in accordance with the energy, 
environmental, and other public benefits they generate, and allow fuel sources to compete on an even 
playing field. Furthermore, consistent and predictable tax policy is fundamental to investment and job 
creation. Unfortunately, the energy tax landscape in recent years has been rife with uncertainty, due to 
numerous short-term extensions, expirations, and retroactive extensions of credits for a number of 
industries.  This has put significant strain on our businesses, employees, and clients. 
 
We urge Congress to advance the following energy-related tax measures in a tax extenders package to 
allow more projects to move forward, drive down costs for consumers, promote investment, and create 
jobs: 
 
1. The “Renewable Electricity Tax Credit Equalization Act” would address inequities for certain 

renewable energy technologies including biomass, geothermal, landfill gas, waste to energy, 
hydropower, and marine and hydrokinetic energy. The §45(d) and §48 tax credits for these 
technologies have lapsed, while the credits for other renewable resources, such as wind and solar, 
received long‐term tax extensions. Credits for these renewable energy technologies should be 
extended to provide parity for all sectors. Legislation was introduced in the House as H.R. 4137, by 
Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-NY) in the 115th Congress. 

 
2. The Energy Storage Tax Incentive and Deployment Act would clarify that energy storage (i.e., grid 

batteries, pumped hydro, compressed air/liquids, thermal storage) qualifies for a §48 tax credit as a 
stand‐alone, eligible advanced energy technology. The legislation was introduced in the 115th 



 
 

Congress by Sens. Dean Heller (R-NV) and Martin Heinrich (D-NM) as S.1868 and was introduced in 
the House as H.R. 4649 by Reps. Ryan Costello (R-PA) and Mike Doyle (D-PA). 

 
3. Provide parity and accelerate the adoption of fuel cell electric vehicles and plug-in electric vehicles.  

Several bills were introduced in the 115th Congress, on both sides of the aisle, that would extend 
and/or modify the §30B, §30C, or §30D federal tax credits. Congress should strike to reach a 
compromise that continues to incentivize the purchase of plug-in electric and fuel cell electric 
vehicles, as well as the installation of alternative fuel refueling infrastructure.  

 
4. The “Technologies for Energy Security Act,” introduced in the 115th Congress as S. 1409, specifically 

Sections 3(a) and (c), as well as S. 2256 in the 115th Congress, the “Tax Extenders Act of 2017,” 
specifically Sections 311(a) and (c), would allow commercial geothermal to qualify for the same §48 
tax credit commercial solar can utilize. Absent this change, commercial geothermal is unable to 
compete on a comparable basis with commercial solar. S. 1409 also includes waste heat to power 
(WHP) while the House bill does not. S. 1409 should be the model for WHP language.  The legislation 
has been introduced in the House as H.R. 1090. 

 
5. Extend a range of energy efficiency-related tax credits, with certain updates and modifications to 

promote high-efficiency measures including the §179D Energy Efficient Commercial Building Tax 
Deduction (which promotes energy efficiency in commercial and multifamily buildings), the §25C 
Nonbusiness Energy Property Credit (which incentivizes homeowners for efficiency upgrades and 
equipment purchases such as weatherizing or installing new windows or more efficient heating and 
cooling equipment), and the §45L Energy Efficient Home Credit. 

 
6. Amend the Production and Investment Tax Credits (§45 and 48) to allow for more efficient use of 

the credits. Credit refundability would ensure capital availability for clean energy projects and would 
result in some reduction in power costs for consumers. Alternative solutions such as PTC/ITC 
transferability to limited entities, if properly structured, would achieve similar goals. Tax credit 
transferability would allow developers to structure the financing of PTCs without relying on tax 
equity partnerships and their inherent tax accounting difficulties. By mitigating the additional 
challenges of the phase down in 2018 and 2019, project developers could continue to utilize the PTC 
to lower clean energy prices for consumers. 

 
Thank you in advance for consideration of our views. 
 

Sincerely,  

 Lynn Abramson, President 
Clean Energy Business Network 
Washington, DC 

Palmer Dobbs, Owner/General Contractor 
A Sustainable Environment Contracting 
Cove, OR 
 

 Craig McManus, Owner 
AAA Air Care and Affordable Solar Hot Wtr and Pwr 
Dothan, AL  

William Becker, President 
Aerotecture International, Inc. 
Park Forest, IL 



 
 

 Franz Bronnimann, Founder & CEO 
Aestus Inc. 
Pawling, NY 

Michael Sams, Owner 
AMSEnergy.com 
Columbia, TN 

 Jay Toups, Chairman/CEO 
Bioroot Energy, Inc. 
Darby, MT 

David Camps, CEO 
Blue Terra Energy, LLC 
Hancock, MI 

 Sam McLamb, Principal 
Broad Energy Solutions 
Asheville, NC 

Cindy Davenport, Office Manager 
Butler Sun Solutions, Inc. 
Oceanside, CA 

 Jim Colthart, Chairman 
C3 Global Technologies, Inc. 
Boca Grande, FL 

Albert Nunez, Vice President 
Capital Sun Group, Ltd 
Cabin John, MD 

 Jeffrey Weiss, Finance 
Clean Energy Venture Group 
Lincoln, RI 

Rhea Courtney Bozic, Owner 
Clean Fuels Consulting 
Bay Shore, NY 

 Mike Alaimo, Executive Director 
Clean Fuels Michigan 
Lansing, MI 

Angela Lipanovich, President 
CleanTech Docs, Inc. 
Los Gatos, CA 

 Karan Gupta,  
CPower, Inc 
Kansas City, MO 

Richard Lewandowski, Director 
Direct Gain Consulting 
Cottekill, NY 

 John Fox, Managing Director 
ElectraTherm 
Reno, NV 

Ed Oquendo, President 
Empere,LLc 
Norwich, CT 

 Ed Armstrong, Executive Director 
Energy Management Association 
Washington, DC 

Delcie Dobrovolny, Principal 
Environmental Dynamics, Inc. 
Albuquerque, NM 

 Adam Pool, Retired CEO 
Environmental Investment Partners 
Cambridge, MA 

Angela Lipanovich, President 
Estriatus Law, PC 
Santa Cruz, CA 

 Dann Carnes Owner 
Fireplace Editions 
Chapel Hill, NC 

Tim Williamson, CEO 
FreedomWorks, LLC 
Harpers Ferry, WV 

 David Wheeler, COO 
GFE Sustainable, Inc. 
Hurricane, UT 

John Mosheim, Manager 
GHG Engineering LLC 
Rockville, MD 



 
 

 Ian Huddleston, CEO 
Greene Tech Renewable Energy LLC 
Johnson City, TN 

Loy Sneary, President/CEO 
Gulf Coast Green Energy 
Bay City, TX 

 Robert Feibleman, Executive 
Hand Construction Co. 
Las VegasLas Vegas, NV NV 

John Miggins, President 
Harvest Solar Energy LLC 
Tulsa, OK 

 Michael Kemp, President 
HCS Group, Inc 
Humble, TX 

Susan Brodie, Executive Director 
Heat is Power Association 
Oak Brook, IL 

 Patrick Hosty, Business Development 
HyperBorean, LLC 
Kansas City, MO 

Jesse Crouse, President 
J.W. Crouse, Inc. 
West Chester, PA 

 Craig Gammarino, Senior Energy Engineer 
JLL-ESS 
Floyd, VA 

Richard Dubeau, Owner 
Kaitanna Solar, LLC 
Mullica Hill, NJ 

 Katrina Fritz, Principal 
KM Fritz LLC 
Traverse City, MI 

Harald Kopp,  
Kopp Electric 
Toms River, NJ 

 Lance Traves, President 
Labyrinth Management Group, Inc. 
Medina, OH 

Norman Reef, President 
Maine Micro Furnace, Inc. 
Portland, ME 

 Bennie Hayden, Founder 
Marketing for Green, LLC 
Atlanta, GA 

Michael Martin, President 
MM Solar Advisory 
Dallas, TX 

 Rita Hansen, CEO 
Onboard Dynamics, Inc. 
Bend, OR 

Pranab Duttaroy, VP 
PDR Associates Inc. 
East Brunswick, NJ 

 Danny Matthews, Owner 
People's Energy Company 
Wixom, MI 

Mia Stein-Kodzik, Sales Support 
Reinders, Inc. 
Wauwatosa, WI 

 Tyler Huebner, Exec. Dir. & Jim Boullion, Dir. Gov. Aff.  
RENEW Wisconsin 
Madison, WI 

Stan Kolbe, Director, Govt Relations 
Sheet Metal & Air Condit. Contractors Nat. Assoc. 
Washington, DC 

 Sid Abma, CEO 
Sidel Global Environmental LLC 
Atascadero, CA 

David Kunhardt, Executive 
SolEd Benefit Corp 
Corte Madera, CA 



 
 

 Neil Kolwey, Energy Engineer 
Southwest Energy Efficiency Project 
Boulder, CO 

John Atkins, President & CEO 
TerraShares 
Morristown, TN 

 Scott Sklar, President 
The Stella Group, Ltd 
Arlington, VA 

Bruce Clark,  
WIND-SCIENCE LLC 
Bowie, MD 

 Roger Aiken  
Bayfield, WI 

Katie Cullen  
Washington, DC 

 Tim Goeders  
Tyler, TX 

Charles Lamb  
Charlottesville, VA 

 Barlow Levold  
Urbana, IL 

Roy McAlister  
Phoenix, AZ 

 Kyle Saukas  
Arlington, VA 

Therese Terlaje, Vice Speaker of Guam Senate 
Hagatna, Guam 

 Elyette Weinstein  
Olympia, WA 

 

   

 


