
 
 

July 24, 2018 
 
The Honorable John Thune, Chairman 
Senate Commerce Committee 
51 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Ron Johnson, Chairman 
Senate Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
328 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Senate Majority Leader 
317 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

 
 
The Honorable Bill Nelson, Ranking Member 
Senate Commerce Committee 
716 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Claire McCaskill, Ranking 

Member 
Senate Committee on Homeland Security 

and Governmental Affairs 
503 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Senate Minority Leader 
322 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

 
 
Dear Chairmen Thune and Johnson, Ranking Members Nelson and McCaskill, Majority Leader 
McConnell, and Minority Leader Schumer: 
 
As companies and organizations deploying clean and efficient energy technologies across the United 
States, we are writing to express our support for including pre-mitigation disaster preparedness and 
response measures in the upcoming Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) reauthorization bill.  
 
As the hurricane season begins, there is an imminent need to focus national attention on preparation. 
By strengthening our nation’s infrastructure and preparedness, we can reduce devastation and 
facilitate quicker recovery times when natural disasters strike. Congress has recently considered 
various legislative approaches, including the provisions in the House-passed FAA bill (H.R. 4), to 
encourage pre-disaster mitigation and response planning. 
 
In terms of our nation’s energy infrastructure, pre-disaster mitigation can include working to create a 
more advanced electric grid, more resilient building and transportation infrastructure, the ability to 
manage load more responsively, and more secure power and fuel supplies. A variety of clean and 
efficient energy technologies and management approaches are available to achieve these objectives.1 
 

                                                           
1 For some examples, listen to Powering through the Storm, a 9.22.17 episode of the CEBN’s podcast: 
https://cebn.org/fuel-for-discussion-episode-1-powering-through-the-storm/, view our Faces Behind the Facts 
profiles, or look at our member case studies. 

https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/hr4/BILLS-115hr4pcs.pdf#page=421
https://cebn.org/fuel-for-discussion-episode-1-powering-through-the-storm/
https://cebn.org/faces-behind-the-facts/
https://cebn.org/member-case-studies/


 
 

 

As members of the Clean Energy Business Network, a nationwide association of small- and medium-
size business leaders under the umbrella of the Business Council for Sustainable Energy, we are 
working to deploy such solutions in communities across the United States and abroad. We stand ready 
to assist our lawmakers and communities in building a cleaner, more efficient, and more resilient 
energy future for the nation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 Lynn Abramson, President 
Clean Energy Business Network 
Washington, DC 

Jen Derstine, Director of Strategy, Policy & Corp. Dev. 
Capstone Turbine Corporation 
Annandale, VA 
 

 David Miller, CEO 
Edison Solar Inc. 
Milan, OH 

Robert Thornton, President & CEO 
International District Energy Association 
Westborough, MA 

 Andrea Sreshta, Co-Founder 
LuminAID 
Houston, TX 

Varnell Castor, Founder/CEO 
Monkeytech International LLC 
Chelsea, MA 

 Chris Daum, President 
Oasis Montana Inc. 
Stevensville, MT 

Pranab Duttaroy, VP 
PDR Assocs (Energy) Inc 
East Brunswick, NJ 

 Stan Kolbe, Director, Govt Relations 
Sheet Metal & Air Conditioning Contractors Nat. As 
Washington, DC 

Sid Abma, CEO 
Sidel Global Environmental LLC 
Atascadero, CA 

 Carl Kish, Managing Director 
STOKE Certified 
San Diego, CA 

John Atkins, President & CEO 
TerraShares 
Morristown, TN 

 Scott Sklar, President 
The Stella Group, Ltd 
Arlington, VA 

James Jackson, Chief Business Development Officer 
Thermal Energy Partners, LLC 
Austin, TX 

 Ronald Gdovic, CEO 
WindStax Energy 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Beatrice Elsamahy 
Houston, TX 

 Betty Ferrero 
Round Rock, TX 

Genevieve Liang 
Los Angeles, CA 

 Karen Michalski 
Tampa, FL 

Kate Mullan 
Panama City, FL 

 Patricia Rowell 
Alexandria, VA 

  
  

 


