The Honorable Susan Collins The Honorable Patty Murray

Chair Vice Chair

Senate Committee on Appropriations Senate Committee on Appropriations
413 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. 154 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

July 30, 2026
Dear Chair Collins and Vice Chair Murray:

We, the undersigned business leaders and technology industry stakeholders from across
the U.S. economy and innovation network, write to urge Congress to block implementation
of the Office of Management and Budget's proposed Regulation for Federal Financial
Assistance (OMB-2026-0034), through any means possible, including through the FY2027
appropriations process.

As business leaders, we are deeply concerned that the proposal as currently written would
undermine the credibility and reliability of federal funding for science, energy, and
innovation—investments critical to U.S. economic strength. Government-funded research
generates returns of more than 200 percent and accounts for a quarter of US productivity
growth. It serves as the cornerstone of long-term economic growth driving productivity,
facilitating the creation of new enterprises, advancing workforce development, and
leveraging private investment.

The proposed changes risk introducing politicization, instability, and increased
compliance costs into the federal funding process—factors that would weaken innovation,
deter private-sector participation and investment, and hamper America's ability to
cultivate the expertise, supply chains, infrastructure, and technology required to ensure
global competitiveness.

Among our specific key concerns:

1) Greater Politicization of Funding Threatens Private Sector Confidence: The rule
requires political appointees—not subject-matter experts—to control grant decisions,
revokes all deference to peer reviewed science (8200.205), while mandating that funding
align with shifting administration priorities (8200.202(a)(iii)).

Business impact: This moves further away from non-partisan, merit-based funding,
creating uncertainty that can distort markets, limit private-sector engagement, and raise
the risk of arbitrary exclusion from opportunities. Reducing participation across diverse
institutions constrains access to expertise, supply chains, and commercialization
pathways, ultimately weakening innovation outcomes.



2) Expanded Authority to Terminate Awards Reduces Funding Stability and Increases
Project Risk: The rule authorizes federal agencies to change terms and conditions of
approved grants or to terminate grants at any time without a finding of noncompliance or
fraud. The rule also removes appeals for cancelations. (§8200.340(a)(2)).

Business impact: This represents a major departure from expectations of multi-year
funding continuity. It eliminates funding predictability, discouraging long-term (R&D)
investment and private-sector participation.

3) Higher Compliance Costs and Disproportionate Impact on Small Businesses: New
compliance requirements—including mandated E-Verify participation (8200.303),
elimination of fixed-amount awards and subawards (88200.201 and 200.333), combined
with the elimination of allowable costs such as publication and conference expenses
(8200.461), increase the cost and administrative burden of participation.

Business impact: These provisions will dramatically increase costs for awardees,
disproportionately impacting key drivers of innovation such as small businesses. They
curtail critical knowledge transfer and technical validation that will obstruct innovation
cycles reducing U.S. leadership in emerging technologies.

4) Collaboration Barriers Constrain Innovation: International research collaborations
would require case-by-case approval rather than being presumed allowable (§200.220;
§200.202(e)), while alignment-based eligibility screening (8200.206) effectively requires
companies to track the affiliations and activities of all partners including banks, investors,
suppliers, employees, professional associations so as not to taint their application.

Business impact: These changes disrupt standard global research practices; significantly
increase due diligence burdens, discourage partnerships with international innovation
networks, suppliers, and research institutions—hurting innovation, market access, and
progress.

5) Jeopardize U.S. Global Competitiveness: The combined effect of politicized decision-
making, funding instability, and restrictions on collaboration (8200.205; §200.340(a)(2);
§200.220) will make the U.S. a less reliable partner in global innovation networks.

Business impact: This drives talent, capital, and partnerships toward more stable,
apolitical funding environments putting U.S. leadership in energy, science, and technology
atrisk.

A stable, merit-based, and credible grant system is foundational to U.S. economic
progress and leadership. We stand ready to offer proposed solutions to reinforce scientific
neutrality, ensure funding reliability, and reduce administrative burdens. As drafted, the
proposed rule will dampen innovation and risks lasting harm to the nation's research



enterprise, American businesses, and the greater U.S. economy. We strongly urge
Congress to exert oversight and prevent implementation of the rule.

Sincerely,

Launch Alaska: Penny Gage, Chief Policy & Partnerships Officer (Anchorage, AK)

Jo Anne Elsken (Fort Smith, AR)

Time Consulting: Antonina Teo, Investor (Pago Pago, AS)

Aeromutable Corporation: Sandra Manosalvas-Kjono, COO (Ramona, CA)

Amy's Kitchen: Renaud des Rosiers, Director of Sustainability (Petaluma, CA)

Atom: Huaping Li, CSO (Inglewood, CA)

Calicat: Steven Jaffe-Lewis, Director of Systems Engineering (Chatsworth, CA)

Direct Electron, LP: Robert Bilhorn, CEO (San Diego, CA)

etre Venture Capital: Hillary Talbot, Managing Partner (Santa Cruz, CA)

Infixion Bioscience, Inc: Herb Sarnoff, CEO (San Diego, CA)

InPipe Energy: Gregory Semler, CEO and Founder (Sausalito, CA)

Mabswitch Inc: Yemi Onakunle, CEO (Van Nuys, CA)

AJ Cho (San Leandro, CA)

Salvador Aceves Saborio (Livermore, CA)

Neurobehavioral Systems, Inc.: David Woods, CEO (Albany, CA)

Reloule: Zora Chung, Cofounder and CFO (Signal Hill, CA)

Linda Mellen (Huntington Beach, CA)

SixPoint Materials: Tadao Hashimoto, CEO (Buellton, CA)

T2M Advisors: Josh Cable, President (Sierra Madre, CA)

Kemvera: Brent Cutcliffe, COO (Denver, CO)

Millig Design Build: Aaron Tilden, Engineer (Castle Rock, CO)

Perfect Energy, Inc: ALMcGregor, COO (Denver, CO)

Solar Dynamics LLC: Henry Price, Managing Director (Broomfield, CO)

Gen-X Solutions LLC: Halle Lisette Pierce, Research Scientist & Innovator (Hamden, CT)
Greater Bridgeport Community Enterprises, Inc.: Adrienne Farrar Houel, President & CEO (Bridgeport, CT)
Nel Hydrogen US: Katherine Ayers, Senior Vice President, Research and Development (Wallingford, CT)
Qualtech Systems, Inc.: Deepak Haste, Senior Director of Engineering (Rocky Hill, CT)

T2M Global, LLC: Pinakin Patel, Co-Founder and President (Brookfield, CT)

Alternative Fuels & Chemicals Coalition: Rina Singh, Executive Vice President (Washington, DC)
Clean Economy Project: Farah Benahmed, Director, Innovation Initiative (Washington, DC)
Clean Energy Business Network: Lynn Abramson, President (Washington, DC)

E2: Sandra Purohit, Director of Federal Advocacy (Washington, DC)

Nuclear Innovation Alliance: Judi Greenwald, President and CEO (Washington, DC)

Plant Based Products Council: James Glueck, Executive Director (Washington, DC)

Sheet Metal AC Contractors National Association: Stan Kolbe, Executive Director (Washington, DC)
Small Business Technology Council: Jere Glover, Executive Director (Washington, DC)

STAR Power Charging: SE Ponds, CEO (Washington, DC)

Third Way: Jonathan Lane, Dep Director (Washington, DC)

U.S. Green Building Council: Ben Evans, Federal Legislative Director (Washington, DC)



ADSAT Therapeutics: Paul Hippenmeyer, CEO (Sarasota, FL)

Distynguished Management LLC: CaRol Williams, CEO/Principal Business Managements Consultant (Brandon,
FL)

EVOENERGY, INC.: Barry Marsh, Board Member/Marketing Director (Stuart, FL)
Hydrokinetic Energy Corp.: Walter Schurtenberger, Scientist/Founder/CTO (Key West, FL)
OceanSpace LLC: William Arnold, CEO (St Petersburg, FL)

Semplastics: Sue Easter, Owner (Oviedo, FL)

Environmental Equity Information Institute: Louise Palmer, Executive Director (Atlanta, GA)
Special Power Sources: Roland Dixon, President (Savannah, GA)

Tasha Jackson (Atlanta, GA)

Hawaii Fish Company Inc.: Ron Weidenbach, President and Co-Owner (Waialua, HI)
Monty Clark (Honolulu, HI)

Frontline BioEnergy: Jerod Smeenk, CEO (Nevada, IA)

Winneshiek Energy District: Kristin Eggen, Executive Director (Decorah, |A)

Straven Strategy Group: Deborah LaSalle, Owner (Boise, ID)

Evergreen Climate Innovations: lan Adams, Managing Director (Chicago, IL)

Ira Kriston (Evanston, IL)

Kazadi Enterprises Ltd.: Sanza Kazadi, CEO (Batavia, IL)

mHUB: Haven Allen, Chief Executive Officer (Chicago, IL)

Steven Sondheim (Chicago, IL)

MPI Solar LLC: Amie McCarty, Director (Bloomington, IN)

WindSoHy: Joe Spease, CEO (Overland Park, KS)

H2 Catalyst: Nancy Selman, President (Louisville, KY)

Prometheus Innovations, LLC: Kenneth LaBry, Partner (Lafayette, LA)

ACTION Innovation Network, Inc.: Joan Popolo, Executive Director (Beverly, MA)
Alliance for Climate Transition: Trish Fields, Executive Director (Boston, MA)
Cleantech Leaders Roundtable: Ann Davlin, CEO (Cambridge, MA)

Damir Fusion Group: Mouad Damir, Founder (Methuen, MA)

Tom Thompson (Pelham, MA)

Harborlight Homes: Michael Schaaf, Member, Board of Directors (Ipswich, MA)
Longwood Energy Group: Scott Englander, President (Brookline, MA)

VentureWell: Mark Marino, Chief Growth & Strategy Officer (Haydenville, MA)
Association of University Research Parks: Brian Darmody, Administrator (College Park, MD)
Euclid Techlabs LLC: Alexei Kanareykin, CEO (Beltsville, MD)

M.R.S. Enterprises, LLC: Mary-Rose de Valladares, President (Bethesda, MD)
Maryland Energy Innovation Accelerator: Ben Margolis, Director (College Park, MD)
OTS R&D, Inc.: Cara Martin, CEO (Beltsville, MD)

Dynamic Grid: Kay Aikin, Chief Executive Officer (Portland, ME)

Kilowatts For A Cause: Scott Ringlein, Founder, Chief Strategy Officer (Ann Arbor, Ml)
Nusenics, LLC: Ming Han, President (East Lansing, MI)

Project NEED Foundation: MaryAlice Adams, Executive (Benton Harbor, Ml)

Utility Transformation Consortia: Patrice Horner, Director (Clinton Township, MI)
Clean Energy Economy Minnesota: Gregg Mast, Executive Director (Minneapolis, MN)
EcoThriveLLC: Jason Ludwigson, Owner (La Crescent, MN)



Jan Bauer (Minneapolis, MN)

Sweetgrass Associates: Alexandra Amonette, President (retired) (Big Timber, MT)
Eva Garland Consulting, LLC: Eva Garland, CEO (Raleigh, NC)

Grant Management Associates: Edward Ober, COO (Raleigh, NC)

Kyma Technologies, Inc.: Heather Splawn, President & CEO (Raleigh, NC)
Susteon Inc.: Raghubir Gupta, CEO (Morrisville, NC)

Lee Farms: Paul Overby, Owner (Wolford, ND)

Revolution Energy: Michael Behrmann, Member (Dover, NH)

4.0 Analytics Inc: Mark Scotland, CEO & President (Newark, NJ)

Princeton NuEnergy: Stephen Snyder, Board Advisor, Chief Strategy Officer (Princeton, NJ)
Equiterra Regenerative Design: Delcie Dobrovolny, Principal (Albuquerque, NM)
Oasis Montana Inc.: Chris Daum, President (Truth Or Consequences, NM)

Aphra Communications: Randy Hecht, Owner (Brooklyn, NY)

BioHydroFuel: Chris Frederick, Founder (Jamestown, NY)

Build Efficiently, LLC: Pat Sapinsley, Owner (New York, NY)

ecolLong LLC: Nancy Min, CEO/co-Founder (Albany, NY)

Rapid Ventures LLC: Gillian Francis, Managing and Founding Partner (Brooklyn, NY)
Sonia Romero Villanueva (New York, NY)

Solar SEED, Inc.: David Gibbs, Founder (Rockaway Park, NY)

Ultinat, Inc.: Min Nie, CEO (lthaca, NY)

Acme Express, Inc.: Don Scipione, President (Cleveland, OH)

Echogen Power Systems (De), Inc.: Philip Brennan, CEO (Akron, OH)

Labyrinth Management Group, Inc: Lance Traves, Consultant (Medina, OH)

Power to Hydrogen: Alex Zorniger, Chief Commercial Officer (Columbus, OH)
Concho Energy, LLC: Sage Hodgson, Managing Member (Freedom, OK)

Elexity: Michael Grenier, President (Bend, OR)

Plugstart: Thor Hinckley, Consultant (Portland, OR)

Sun Raven: Rebecca Kauffman, Principal (Bend, OR)

Advanced Cooling Technologies, Inc: Parthib Rao, Senior Engineer (Lancaster, PA)
ECA: Stephen Luxton, Manager (Philadelphia, PA)

ESSRE Consulting, Inc.: Ed Weinberg, Chemical Engineer and Founder/CEQO of an SBE (Richboro, PA)
IBACOS, Inc.: Mark Tilley, CEO (Pittsburgh, PA)

JW Crouse, Inc.: Jesse Crouse, President (West Chester, PA)

Philadelphia Solar Energy Association: Liz Robinson, Executive Director (Philadelphia, PA)
Richard Keller (Camp Hill, PA)

RoCo: Batool Nulwala, CEO (Pittsburgh, PA)

Cooperativa de Energia La Margarita, Inc: Wanda Rios, President (Salinas, PR)
Rosebud Energy Services Company: Jaime Poignee, Executive Director (Avon, SD)
TerraShares: John H. Atkins, president (Morristown, TN)

3D Epitaxial Technologies: Wiley Kirk, President (Richardson, TX)

Michael Earney (Utopia, TX)

Sullivan Biomedical LLC: Mark Sullivan, Biomedical Engineer (San Antonio, TX)
TruClear Water Solutions: Patrick Doggett, VP Business Development (Albany, TX)
Zyvex Labs LLC: John Randall, CEO (Richardson, TX)



OxEon Energy: Joseph Hartvigsen, CEO (North Salt Lake, UT)

Particle Flux Analytics Inc: Allan Reaburn, President and Chair (Park City, UT)
Seerstone Development: Randall Smith, CTO (Provo, UT)

Utah Clean Energy: Josh Craft, Director of Government Relations (Salt Lake City, UT)
Abacus Property Solutions: Abigail Johnson, President (Springfield, VA)

At-Sea Development LLC: William Taylor, CCO (Falls Church, VA)

Capitalist Times: Roger Conrad, Investment Analyst (Alexandria, VA)

Gaia Energy Research Institute: Whitney Colella, President & Principal Research Engineer (Alexandria, VA)
Greenbound Consulting LLC: Chase Counts, Founder + Principal (Richmond, VA)
Elise Haan (Arlington, VA)

NEV: Tony Ruffine, Principal (Arlington, VA)

Renewable Thermal Collaborative: Ruth Checknoff, Senior Director (Arlington, VA)
Brian Darling (Alexandria, VA)

Jyothi Sunkari (Alexandria, VA)

Terra-Scapes Environmental: Terra Pascarosa, Owner (Virginia Beach, VA)

The Stella Group, Ltd.: Scott Sklar, President (Arlington, VA)

Emissol LLC: Mansour Masoudi, Founder, CEO (Mill Creek, WA)

Gliding Ant Ventures: Jared Silvia, Partner (Kirkland, WA)

Molecule Works Inc.: Wei Liu, CEO (Richland, WA)

Steam Instruments, Inc.: Thomas Kelly, President and CEO (Madison, WI)

Weather Blanket Insulation: GEORGE DAY, CEO (Fond Du Lac, WI)

American Clean Resources Group Inc.: Morgan Saunders, Director of Grants and Advocacy (Parkersburg, WV)



