
 

 
 
March 31, 2020 
 
The Honorable Richard Shelby    The Honorable Patrick Leahy 
Chairman, Senate Appropriations Committee  Ranking Member, Senate Appropriations   
304 Russell Senate Office Bldg.                 Committee 
Washington, DC  20510      437 Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
       Washington, DC  20510 
 
The Honorable Lamar Alexander   The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
Chairman, Senate Appropriations Energy & Water            Ranking Member, Senate Appropriations Energy  
Development Subcommittee                                                  & Water Development Subcommittee 
455 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.                                           331 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510                                                             Washington, DC 20510 

 
                                                 
Dear Chairmen Shelby and Alexander and Ranking Members Leahy and Feinstein: 
 
As members of the Clean Energy Business Network working to deploy clean and efficient energy 

technologies across the United States, we appreciate the support Congress provided in fiscal year 2020 

to avoid cuts to critical Department of Energy (DOE) programs. We are writing to urge you to continue 

building upon last year’s progress by providing robust support for federal clean energy programs in fiscal 

year 2020 (FY2021).  

As Congress moves forward with appropriations legislation for FY2021, we urge you to maintain—and 

ideally build upon—FY2020 funding for critical Department of Energy (DOE) offices such as Energy 

Efficiency and Renewable Energy, Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability, Fossil Energy, the Office of 

Science, the Loan Programs Office, and the Advanced Research Projects Agency–Energy. We also urge 

Congress to provide clear legislative direction to DOE regarding Congressional intent for the use of 

appropriated funds. Furthermore, we encourage the Appropriations Committee to include language 

directing federal agencies to consider ways to make their extramural research and development grants 

easier to navigate, more accessible, and more impactful for small businesses. 

 

DOE’s investment in early-stage and applied research spurs private-sector innovation and facilitates the 

testing and commercialization of many high-risk, high-reward energy technologies. DOE also provides 

critical technical assistance to help customers, energy providers, and states address barriers to 

deployment. Collectively, these investments pave the way for diverse energy technologies to rise and 

compete.  

 

DOE has been a contributing partner behind many of the transformations and cost declines the United 

States has experienced over the past few decades across all energy sectors. Consumers, businesses, and 

taxpayers across America are enjoying the benefits of job creation, lower energy bills, greater reliability, 

increased domestic investment, and healthier communities.   

 

The 2020 Sustainable Energy in America Factbook produced by the Business Council for Sustainable 

Energy (CEBN’s parent organization) and Bloomberg New Energy Finance documents the clean energy 



 
 

made possible in part by government investment. Renewable energy, energy efficiency, and natural gas 

comprise the growth sectors of the U.S. energy economy, now supplying more than half our electricity, 

employing 3.4 million American workers, and pumping more than $60 billion a year in private 

investment into our economy. Gross Domestic Product grew by a quarter over the past decade while 

total energy use expanded around 6.5%, meaning our economy is doing more with less energy. 

Many of the case studies highlighted in CEBN’s companion project—Faces Behind the Facts—showcase 

examples of how DOE programs have helped launch successful business ventures, promote economic 

growth, and provide solutions that work for American consumers and taxpayers. 

 

We appreciate Congress’ past support for DOE programs and urge you to stand beside our nation’s 

entrepreneurs and businesses in building a clean, resilient, and cost-competitive energy system in 

FY2021. 
 

Sincerely, 

Lynn Abramson, President 
Clean Energy Business Network 
Washington, DC 

Franz Bronnimann, Founder & CEO 
Aestus Inc. 
Pawling, NY 

Adam P. Briggs, Chief Commercial Officer 
Ambri 
Marlborough, MA 

Michael Sams, President 
AMSEnergy Corp 
Columbia, TN 

Guy Longobardo, CEO 
Bettergy Corp. 
Peekskill, NY 

Jared Silvia, CEO 
BlueDot Photonics 
Kirkland, WA 

Marcus Lehmann, CEO 
CalWave Power Technologies Inc. 
Berkeley, CA 

Chris Connolly, Advisor 
Capital Analysts of New England 
Rowley, MA 

Albert Nunez, President 
Capital Sun Group, Ltd. 
Takoma Park, MD 

Robert Conway, President 
Charles Equipment Energy Systems 
Des Plaines, IL 

William Bailey, President of the Board 
Cheq Bay Renewables 
Bayfield, WI 

Ernest Zavoral, President 
CHZ Technologies LLC 
Youngstown, OH 

Joseph Anderson, CEO Director of R&D 
Combined Technology Solutions 
Ridgely, MD 

Susan Brodie, Managing Director 
Convergence Associates LLC 
Littleton, CO 

Les Parlette, VP Asset Management 
Dynegy 
Houston, TX 

Alexa Stone, President 
ecoPreserve - Building Sustainability 
Orlando, FL 



 
 

David Miller, President 
Edison Solar Inc 
Milan, OH 

Ed Armstrong, Executive Director 
Energy Management Association 
Washington, DC 

Delcie Dobrovolny, Principal 
Equiterra Regenerative Design 
Albuquerque, NM 

Dara Bortman, Sr VP Marketing/Sales 
Exact Solar 
Yardley, PA 

Mitrajit Mukherjee, President 
Exelus Inc 
Fairfield, NJ 

Colin Dunn, CEO 
Fend Incorporated 
Arlington, VA 

Dann Carnes, Owner 
Fireplace Editions 
Chapel Hill, NC 

Gary Cola, Director 
Flash Steelworks, Inc 
Washington Twp, MI 

Laura Thompson, Executive VP 
Flow Energy 
Prairie Village, KS 

Ranbir Singh, President 
GeneSiC Semiconductor Inc. 
Sterling, VA 

Elizabeth Renwick, CEO 
Green Energy Biofuel 
Winnsboro, SC 

Peter Schubert, CEO 
Green Fortress Engineering 
Greensburg, IN 

Michael Kemp, President 
HCS Group, Inc 
Humble, TX 

John Hirschi, Owner 
Hirschi Associates 
Wichita Falls, TX 

Dave Stenson, Founder & CEO 
Inventev 
Detroit, MI 

Michael Schaaf, Director 
Ipswich Muncipal Utility 
Ipswich, MA 

Norman Reef, President 
Maine Micro Furnace 
North Attleboro, MA 

Bennie Hayden, Founder 
Marketingforgreen LLC 
Atlanta, GA 

James Walton, VP Program Development 
Mohawk Innovative Technology, Inc. 
Albany, NY 

Wei Liu, CTO 
Molecule Works Inc. 
Richland, WA 

Cary Hayner, Co-Founder & CTO 
NanoGraf Corporation 
Chicago, IL 

Kyle Shen, CEO 
Nexceris 
Lewis Center, OH 

Rick Meeker, President 
Nhu Energy 
Tallahassee, FL 

Chris Daum, President 
Oasis Montana Inc. 
Stevensville, MT 



 
 

Rita Hansen, CEO 
Onboard Dynamics, Inc. 
Bend, OR 

Pranab Duttaroy, VP 
PDR Associates Inc. 
East Brunswick, NJ 

Jess Charlap, Marketing Manager 
Perkins Eastman 
Boston, MA 

Hamed Soroush, CEO 
Petrolern LLC 
Brookhaven, GA 

Pietro Filardo, Founder & CEO 
Pliant Energy Systems LLC 
Brooklyn, NY 

Molly Medlin, Asoociate Director 
Potential Energy DC 
Bethesda, MD 

Paul Spiegel, President 
Practical Energy Solutions 
West Chester, PA 

Brandon Julian, CEO 
Pure Energy Group 
Park City, UT 

Timothy M Baye, Managing Member 
ReCon Associates, LLC 
Verona, WI 

Kimberly Bullock, CEO 
Relax, Recharge, Retreat LLC 
Upper Marlboro, MD 

Bill Easter, CEO 
Semplastics 
Oviedo, FL 

Sid Abma, CEO 
Sidel Systems USA Inc., Sidel Global 
Environmental 
Atascadero, CA 

Michael Weinnig, Principal 
Solar Growth Soutions 
San Antonio, TX 

Alex Vasenkov, President 
Sunergolab, Inc. 
Huntsville, AL 

Ashton Vandemark, CEO 
Sunfig 
Oakland, CA 

Benjamin Lepley, Architect 
Tectonicus Constructs LLC 
Bisbee, AZ 

Michael Leifman, Founding Principal 
Tenley Consulting 
Washington, DC 

John Atkins, President 
TerraShares 
Morristown, TN 

Peter Soyka, President 
The Sustainability Guys 
Vienna, VA 

Beau Butler, Director, GreenBiz Initiative  
Weaver Tidwell LLP 
Houston, TX 

Ben Aviv 
Boca Raton, FL 

Kate Dervan 
Portsmouth, NH 

Sarah Fischer 
Cincinnati, OH 

Michael Kennedy 
Kensington, MD 

Andrew Menaquale 
Washington, DC 

Karynn Merkel 
Eureka, CA 

Audrey Mowdy 
Atlanta, GA 

  
 



 
 

 


