March 20, 2026

The Honorable Susan Collins The Honorable Patty Murray

Chair, Senate Committee on Appropriations Vice Chair, Senate Committee on Appropriations
413 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. 154 Russell Senate Office Bldg.

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable John Kennedy

Chair, Senate Committee on Appropriations
Energy & Water Development Subcommittee
437 Russell Senate Office Bldg.

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chair Collins, Chair Kennedy, and Vice Chair Murray:

As we face dramatic growth in energy demand across the country, the U.S. must continue investing in energy
innovation to ensure affordable and reliable energy for all Americans. The federal portfolio of research,
development, demonstration, and deployment (RDD&D) programs at the Department of Energy (DOE) has
proved crucial to placing the U.S. at the leading edge of developing next generation technologies to power
homes and businesses and move people and goods. As this leadership position slides backwards on the global
stage and we face increasing pressure from energy demand, Congress must continue to support these crucial
engines of innovation with robust funding in the FY 2027 appropriations process.

We applaud appropriators for provisions in the FY26 Energy and Water Development appropriations title that
reassert congressional intent and Congress’ power of the purse. These include guardrails to ensure DOE carries
out future spending according to congressional intent in spending tables and reversing R&D indirect cost caps
imposed by DOE in 2025. While these steps taken to bolster spending guardrails are commendable, we
encourage appropriators to further assert congressional authority. Namely, we support concrete legislative
language in FY27 that ensures DOE staffing minimums as well as legislative language that explicitly precludes
grant terminations, renegotiations, or future funding denials due to misalignment with agency goals. Such
policies ensure business certainty, enable long-term investments, and help restore faith in the private sector to
continue doing business with the federal government.

Federal investment in energy RDD&D has provided essential support to enable private sector to innovate from
the earliest stages and help bridge a path to commercial scale. Energy innovation has enjoyed strong sustained
bipartisan support in the past decade across both Republican and Democratic administrations and
congressional leadership. In the face of rising energy demand and growing costs, we are hopeful that Congress
will recognize the importance of continued support.

It is imperative that Congress build on this momentum and continue robust support for DOE and other federal



energy programs in the FY27 appropriations process, positioning the U.S. to lead in global energy innovation,
commercialization, and deployment. Our energy sector is the backbone of our economy, and these
investments are fundamental to advancing American manufacturing, meeting rising energy demand, boosting
reliability, and keeping costs down for consumers and businesses. We encourage Congress to continue robust
support for the following programs and ensure successful implementation through additional guardrails:

e Invest in early-stage innovation through the Office of Technology Commercialization, Office of Science,
Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy, Office of Critical Minerals and Energy Innovation, and
Hydrocarbons and Geothermal Energy Office.

e Continue support for infrastructure modernization and deployment programs, such as the Office of
Energy Dominance Financing, to foster domestic manufacturing opportunities and ensure the
availability of reliable, affordable energy solutions.

e Provide adequate program direction and staffing levels within each program to enable successful
implementation of mandate and authorization. This includes obligating annual funds appropriated by
the Committee, conducting due diligence and oversight on projects/awards, and meeting obligation to
DOE’s awardees and contractors.

Given that many of the undersigned stakeholders are small business leaders, it is important to highlight the
stalled reauthorization of the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology
Transfer (STTR) initiatives, which lapsed at the beginning of FY2026. While reauthorization falls outside
committee jurisdiction, we emphasize that robust funding for DOE applied research programs directly
translates into increased support for SBIR and STTR once these programs are restored. Congress should also
allocate funds specifically for technical assistance programs to recruit a broad pool of competitive applications
and catalyze successful awardees on a pathway to commercialization; examples include the Federal and State
Technology (FAST) Partnership Program, DOE’s Phase 0 Assistance Program, and Technical and Business
Assistance (TABA).

SBIR and STTR have empowered small businesses and entrepreneurs to drive technological innovation and
stimulate local economic growth for over 40 years, and these programs serve as the lynchpin in the small
business R&D ecosystem. The SBIR track record speaks for itself. Over 2,100 firms supported by SBIR grants

have been acquired, and over 800 have gone public.

We strongly urge you to stand beside the energy research and development community, including small
business innovators and entrepreneurs, through robust federal funding in FY27 for energy innovation and
commercialization.

Sincerely,

Lynn Abramson, Clean Energy Business Network, President - Washington, DC
Rosa Campbell - Gulf Shores, AL
David Woods, Neurobehavioral Systems, Inc., CEO - Albany, CA


https://sbtc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/SBTC-Jere-Glover-Written-Testimony-SSBC-Hearing-Sep-22-2021s.pdf

Alison LaBonte, A La Bonte Advisors, Founder - Berkeley, CA

Olivier Marie, Delta Energy Partners, Principal - Berkeley, CA

Daniel Courselle, VETS E-PWR LLC, Owner - Camarillo, CA

Huaping Li, Atom, CSO - Inglewood, CA

Indu Saxena, Innoveyda, Principal Scientist - Lake Forest, CA

Michael Swords, Los Angeles Cleantech Incubator, VP of Government Relations - Los Angeles, CA
Emily Dinino, ThermoShade, CEO & Founder - Los Angeles, CA

Isaac Shamam - Los Angeles, CA

Susan Schoenung, Longitude 122 West, Inc., President - Menlo Park, CA

Guy Longobardo, LiNova Energy Inc., Director-Legal Affairs & Operations - Monrovia, CA
Gladys E Bustos, MGSS Green LLC, Managing Member - Murrieta, CA

Ann Doresy - Northridge, CA

David Manosalvas-Kjono, Aeromutable Corporation, CEO & Co-Founder - Ramona, CA
Sandra Manosalvas-Kjono - Ramona, CA

Katrina Fritz, California Hydrogen Business Council, CEO & President - Sacramento, CA
Jason Anderson, Cleantech San Diego, President & CEO - San Diego, CA

AJ Cho - San Leandro, CA

Lauren Murdock - Santa Barbara, CA

Anastasia Foster - Santa Monica, CA

Greg Thomson, Green Solutions & Technologies, Founder - Sausalito, CA

Josh Cable, T2M Advisors, President - Sierra Madre, CA

Zora Chung, ReJoule, Cofounder and CFO - Signal Hill, CA

David Berokoff, Berokoff Energy Solutions, President - Whittier, CA

Tala Mahfouz - Arvada, CO

Philippe Hartley, CleanFinancing LLC, Managing Director - Boulder, CO

Jason Cotrell, Sperra, CEO - Boulder, CO

Claudine Schneider - Boulder, CO

Aaron Tilden, Millig Design Build, Senior Business Developer - Castle Rock, CO

Macen Cabral - Centennial, CO

Melissa Baldridge, Big Glasses Consulting, CEO - Denver, CO

Brent Cutcliffe, Kemvera, COO - Denver, CO

Girish Srinivas, TDA Research, Inc., CEO - Golden, CO

Louis Villaire, Atlasta Solar Center, Co-Owner - Grand Junction, CO

Amy Simpkins, muGrid Analytics, CEO - Littleton, CO

John Fox, Rebound-Tech, VP Manufacturing - Colchester, CT

Halle Lisette Pierce - Hamden, CT

Jodi Trendler, City Of Norwalk, Director of Sustainability and Resilience - Norwalk, CT
Eddie Oquendo, Empere, LLC, Owner - Norwich, CT

Deepak Haste, Qualtech Systems, Inc., Senior Director of Engineering - Rocky Hill, CT
Abby Arnold, MGC Partners, Principal - Washington, DC

Jim Kurtz, RER Energy Group, President - Washington, DC

Stanley Kolbe, Sheet Metal AC Contractors National Assoc., Executive Director - Washington, DC
Mark Joyce, Xia' Analytics, Managing Director - Washington, DC

Heidi Adams, BASEstud.io, CEO & Founder - Newark, DE

Jalaal Hayes, Elyte Energy, CEO & Founder - Wilmington, DE

CaRol Williams, Distynguished Management LLC, Principal Bus. Mgmt. Consultant - Brandon, FL
Walter Schurtenberger, Hydrokinetic Energy Corp., CEO - Key West, FL



Brandon Carpenter, Precision Periodic, Owner - Orlando, FL

Diane Claudio, Semplastics EHC LLC, Contracts Specialist - Oviedo, FL
Ryan Johnson, X-BATT, Inc, Board Member - Oviedo, FL

William Arnold, OceanSpace LLC, CEO - St Petersburg, FL

Rick Meeker, Nhu Energy, President - Tallahassee, FL

Aiesha Thomas, Utility Saving Solution, CEO & Founder - Alpharetta, GA
Christopher Hunt Sr, Best.Solar, CEO & Founder - Atlanta, GA

Sean Kenney, Emrgy, Inc., Director - Atlanta, GA

Sylvester Iro, Solar Start Ltd LLC, CEO & Founder - Atlanta, GA

Emily Bowers, Teverra, Legislative Representative - Atlanta, GA

Tasha Jackson - Atlanta, GA

Katrina Ash, Axle Plus, Owner - Conyers, GA

Allister Layne - Conyers, GA

Oral Gooden, SWISSHTECH Corporation., Owner - Decatur, GA

Dr Olugbemiga Olatidoye, Tido Tech International, CEO - Mableton, GA
Malcolm Adams, Avid Solutions Intl, CEO & Founder - Oxford, GA

Roland Dixon, Special Power Sources, President - Savannah, GA

Nhut Dang, Diversican Corporation, Founder - Suwanee, GA

Monty Clark, Titanium Flex Gear, Inc., Founder - Honolulu, Hl

Ron Weidenbach, Hawaii Fish Company Inc., President and Co-Owner - Waialua, HI
Lori Egan, Allamakee Energy District, Board Chair - Waukon, 1A

Karen Youngblood, Clear Skies Energy Solutions, LLC, CEO - Chicago, IL

lan Adams, Evergreen Climate Innovations, Managing Director - Chicago, IL
Steven Sondheim - Chicago, IL

Zach Nerod - Chicago, IL

Marjorie Adam Clark, Think Energy Solutions, Energy Consultant - Forest Park, IL
CB Panchal, E3Tec Service LLC, President - Hoffman Estates, IL

Carolyn Massey - Quincy, IL

Sean Furlow, Earth Solar Technologies, Consultant - Versailles, IN

Hany Abdel-Khalik, Covert Defenses, Managing Director - West Lafayette, IN
Dorothy Barnett, Clean Energy Business Council, Founder - Hutchinson, KS
Joe Spease, WindSoHy, CEO - Overland Park, KS

Qiang Yan, Talos Industry Corporation, President - Wichita, KS

Cameron Lippert, ElectraMet, CIO - Lexington, KY

Trina Taylor - New Orleans, LA

Kristie Stauch-White, FTL Labs Corp, CEO - Amherst, MA

Bao Truong, Electrified Thermal Solutions, VP of Engineering - Boston, MA
Pei Zhang - Boston, MA

Sharon Bort - Cambridge, MA

Benjamin Britton, lonomr Innovations, Inc., CTO - Charlestown, MA

Ashok Cholli, Polnox Corporation, President and CTO - Lowell, MA

Mouad Damir, Damir Fusion Group, Founder - Methuen, MA

Eduardo Garcia, Energy-W, Project Development - Worcester, MA

Cara Martin, OTS R&D, Inc., CEO - Beltsville, MD

Brian Darmody, Association of University Research Parks, CSO - College Park, MD
Kathy Magruder, Maryland Clean Energy Center, Executive Director - College Park, MD
Edward Armstrong, Armstrong Analytics, Principal - Gaithersburg, MD



Todd Solomon, Capitol Suasion, Founder - Takoma Park, MD

Kay Aikin, Dynamic Grid, CEO - Portland, ME

Saemin Choi, NX Fuels Inc, CEO - Ann Arbor, Ml

Jerry Hollister, BBC Entrepreneurial Training & Consulting, Co-Owner - Chelsea, Ml
Ming Han, Nusenics, LLC, President - East Lansing, Mi

Alicia Jones, Harmony Point, CEO - Farmington Hills, Ml

Daniel Hodges, Meknology, President - Novi, Ml

Shelia Dudley, North End Woodward Community Coalition, Project Director - Royal Oak, Ml
Dan Radomski - Southfield, Ml

William OBanion, Sabine Technology, CEO & Co-Founder - Spring Lake, Mi
Rob Appelhof, Cedar Creek Energy, CEO - Blaine, MN

Jason Ludwigson, EcoThriveLLC, Owner - La Crescent, MN

Natalie Hodapp - Mankato, MN

Tom Smertneck, Energy Aspects LLC, Managing Principal - Minneapolis, MN
Garrick Villaume, Physical Systems Inc, President - South St Paul, MN
Veronica Guerrero - Kansas City, MO

Ralph Bicknese, Hellmuth & Bicknese Architects, Principal & Co-Founder - Saint Louis, MO
Mark Isaacs, GS Research LLC, CEO & Founder - Bay Saint Louis, MS

Randy Hafer, High Plains Architects, P.C., Co-Founder - Billings, MT

Chris Daum, Oasis Montana Inc., President - Stevensville, MT

Dann Carnes, Fireplace Editions, Owner - Chapel Hill, NC

Raghubir Gupta, Susteon Inc., CEO - Morrisville, NC

Sudarshan Gupta - Morrisville, NC

Stan Tomlinson, Quiet Energy Corporation, CTO - Durham, NH

Mitrajit Mukherjee, Exelus Inc, President - Fairfield, NJ

Mark Scotland, 4.0 Analytics Inc, President & CEO - Newark, NJ

Gabriel Avgerinos, Energy Mentors Intl LLC, Senior Advisor - Piscataway, NJ
Robert De Saro, Energy Research Company, President - Plainfield, NJ
Stephen Snyder, Princeton NuEnergy, Chief Strategy Officer - Princeton, NJ
Delcie Dobrovolny, Equiterra Regenerative Design, Principal - Albuquerque, NM
Alan Stanton, Southwest Sciences, Inc., President - Santa Fe, NM

Katie Lacher - Las Vegas, NV

Marlana Strenford - Las Vegas, NV

Nancy Min, ecoLong LLC, CEO & Co-Founder - Albany, NY

Randy Hecht, Aphra Communications, Owner - Brooklyn, NY

Mark Walker, Johnswalkerworldwide LLC, Founder - Brooklyn, NY

Micah Prior, Priority Consulting and Services, LLC, CEO - Brooklyn, NY

Mark Christensen, Prismark, Consultant - Cold Spring Harbor, NY

Rick Lewandowski, Direct Gain Consulting, Founder - Cottekill, NY

Min Nie, Ultinat, Inc., CEO - Ithaca, NY

Andrea Aguirre - Ithaca, NY

Robert Parker, Strategic Ventures, Venture Partner - Long Island City, NY

Pat Sapinsley, Build Efficiently, LLC, President - New York, NY

Kimberly Heismann, Emotiva, Founder & Managing Director - New York, NY
Suresh Sharma, H2e Power System Inc, Co-Founder & VP-BD - New York, NY
Jenny Servo, Dawnbreaker, President - North Chili, NY

Milind Dongre, Watthour LLC, CEO - Ny, NY



Lin-Feng Li, Bettergy Corp., Founder - Peekskill, NY

Chris Proschel - Pittsford, NY

Roger Richmond-Smith, Smardt Chillers Inc, Chairman - Plattsburgh, NY

David Gibbs, Solar SEED, Inc., Founder - Rockaway Park, NY

Rutherford Charlot - Saint Albans, NY

Charles Schwartz, Technical Creative, Managing Director - Southampton, NY
Jana Myers - Syracuse, NY

Timothy Held, Echogen Power Systems, CTO - Akron, OH

Don Scipione, Acme Express, Inc., President - Cleveland, OH

Vaidyanathan Nagarajan, RNET Technologies, President - Dayton, OH

Lance Traves, Labyrinth Management Group, Consultant - Medina, OH
Suvankar Sengupta, NavaFlex, CEO - Worthington, OH

Tammy James, Solar Interchangeable Panels Inc, Owner - Broken Bow, OK
Sage Hodgson, Concho Energy, LLC, Managing Member - Freedom, OK
Michael Bergey, Bergey Windpower Co. LLC, CEO - Norman, OK

Jason Busch, Pacific Ocean Energy Trust, Executive Director - Beaverton, OR
Rebecca Kauffman, Sun Raven LLC, Principal - Bend, OR

David Frost, InPipe Energy, Director of Business Development - Portland, OR
Thor Hinckley - Portland, OR

Michael Grainey, Michael W Grainey Consulting LLC, Principal - Salem, OR
Parthib Rao, Advanced Cooling Technologies, Inc, Senior Engineer - Lancaster, PA
lan Nieves, Foresight Science & Technology, Inc., Sr. TechTransfer Consultant - Philadelphia, PA
Mark Tilley, IBACOS, Inc., CEO - Pittsburgh, PA

MaryBeth Yannessa, Refrigeration Technologies LLC, Project Engineer - Pottstown, PA
Jesse Crouse, JW Crouse, Inc., President - West Chester, PA

Wanda Rios, Lavanderia La Margarita, President - Salinas, PR

Joe James, Agri-Tech Producers LLC, President - Columbia, SC

Sheryl Barbosa, Sustain Cities Network, Executive - Greenville, SC

Jaime Poignee, RESCO (Rosebud Energy Services Company), Executive Director - Avon, SD
JoAnn Mclntosh - Clarksville, TN

John Atkins, TerraShares, President - Morristown, TN

Michael Walton, Overmountain Advisors, CEO & Founder - Signal Mountain, TN
Michael Martin, MM Solar Advisory, LLC, President - Austin, TX

Sebastian Gomez, Thorus Solutions LLC, Founder - Austin, TX

Loy Sneary, Gulf Coast Green Energy, President/CEO - Bay City, TX

Paresh Patel, e*2=equitable energy, CEO & Founder - Katy, TX

Janie McNutt, SolarTech Energy Solutions, LLC, President - Lubbock, TX
Dianna Singh - Montgomery, TX

Dennis Lyftogt - Round Rock, TX

Mark Feng, Polykala Technologies LLC, CEO - San Antonio, TX

Michael Earney - Utopia, TX

Sean Luangrath, Inergy, CEO - Highland, UT

Allan Reaburn, Particle Flux Analytics Inc, President and Chair - Park City, UT
Randall Smith, Seerstone Development, CTO - Provo, UT

Chett Boxley, GlycoSurf, Inc., CEO - Salt Lake City, UT

Brian Darling - Alexandria, VA

Tony Ruffine, New Energy Venture Associates, Principal - Arlington, VA



William Taylor - Arlington, VA

Keith Crawford, KC Solutions Group, LLC, Principal - Charlottesville, VA
Ronald Smith, At-sea Development LLC, CEO - Falls Church, VA
Oleksandra Tryboi - Herndon, VA

Garry Harris, Sustainability Solutions Group and Institute, President & CEO - Portsmouth, VA
Alec Brewer, Ourobio, CEO - Richmond, VA

Billy Cadaing, Anything EV, Owner - Virginia Beach, VA

George Biallas, Hyperboloid LLC, Owner - Yorktown, VA

Andrew Peters, River Connectivity Systems, Director - Bainbridge Island, WA
Jared Silvia, Gliding Ant LLC, Partner - Kirkland, WA

James Joslin, MarineSitu, Inc, CEO - Leavenworth, WA

Mansour Masoudi, Emissol LLC, CEO & Founder - Mill Creek, WA

Wei Liu, Molecule Works Inc., CEO - Richland, WA

Todd Brix, OCOchem, CEO - Richland, WA

Brian Allen, Appropriate Technology Group, Managing Director - Seattle, WA
Christoph Krumm, Sironix Renewables, CEO - Seattle, WA

lan Brownstein, XFlow Energy, CEO - Seattle, WA

William Rowling, Fireball Solar Ovens, President - Tacoma, WA

George Day, Weather Blanket Insulation, CEO - Fond Du Lac, WI

William Madson - Oostburg, WI

Tim Baye, ReCon Associates. LLC, Managing Member - Verona, WI



